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IBT Writing Task One

On the writing section, for task one you will be asked to do the
following.

Read a passage on an academic subject. Listen to a lecture on the
same topic, and writé an essay that discusses the relationship
between the two. You'll have 3 minutes to read and 20 minutes to
respond. |

WRITING SECTION DIRECTIONS

It is important to note that your first writing task will require both a
reading and listening part. So you'll need to leave your headset on.
Your essay must be typed, so you should have some familiarity with
the keyboard before you take your TOEFL. The word processor used
for the TOEFL is very simple; it only has cut, paste, and delete
functions.

For the first task, you will have three minutes to read a passage.
After that time is finished, the passage is removed from the screen,
and you will listen to a lecture on the same topic. You may take
notes during the reading and the lecture. When the lecture Is
finished, you'll have 20 minutes to write an essay on the
relationship between the reading and the lecture. Your response
must not include personal opinions. The reading passage will appear
on the screen for your reference.

MAKE SURE YOU ANSWER THE QUESTION APPROPRITELY

One of the things the graders will look at when reading your essay
is how appropriate your response is to the task. Well-written essays
that don't address the task will lose points. Therefore, it Is
important that you are clear about the two different tasks you are

going to do on the TOEFL.

The first task asks you to summarize and relate the points In a
acture to those in a reading. Thus your essay should contain only
cacts from the material. All you are expected to do is to report the
main points mentioned and show how they are related to each
other. You are not to give your opinion on any of the topics. The
first task should be written entirely in the third person_ that is using
words such as he, she, the professor, and so on. You should never

use I or me in the first essay.

The second task requires you to state your opinion. This task
requires you to argue what option oOr choice you believe to be
better. Thus, the essay should be written In the first person_ it's
acceptable to use I and my for the second essay.

It is important that you understand the tasks. Knowing exactly what
your purpose is makes it easier to write.



MAKE SURE YOUR ESSAY IS THE APPROPRIATE LENGTH

On the TOEFL, quantity makes a difference. To a grader, a longer
essay is a better essay. Why? Because a longer essay shows the
grader that you are comfortable writing and are able to write a
sustained, focused piece. When writing, you must make sure your
essay falls within the TOEFL's suggested guidelines for length.

For the first task, the TOEFL states that an 'effective' response is
between 150 to 225 words.

STEP 1: Know What You Are Going To Write

The biggest danger in trying to write under timed conditions is
writer's block_ that is, you have absolutely no idea what to write.
While you struggle with how to put your thoughts on paper,
valuable time slips away. Fortunately, there is an easy solution to
this problem: know exactly what you need to write before you sit
down at the testing center.

We're going to look at templates for each of the writing tasks. Use
these templates and familiarize yourself with the basic parts. That
way, you'll simply have to adjust the template to the specific topic.

Template # 1: Casting Doubt on a lecture

For the first essay, you will generally be asked to perform the

following task:
Summarize the points made in the lecture, explaining how they cast

doubt on the reading.
The template for this task is as follows:

Paragraph #1: Introduction

I. Topic Sentence
In the lecture, the (professor/ teacher/ instructor) made

several points about (the topic).

II. State the main idea of the lecture
The (professor/teacher/ instructor) argues that (the main

idea of the lecture).

III. Transition/ main idea of reading
b,> , However, the reading contends that (the main idea of the

reading).

IV. Thesis statement
The professor's lecture casts doubt on the reading by

using a number of points that are contrary to (the main idea of
the reading).




Paragraph #2: Body Paragraph

I. Transition/ point #1 from lecture
The first point that the (professor/ teacher/ instructor) uses
to cast doubt on the reading is (point #1 from lecture).

IT. Detail for point #1  Sypmlantion of =ueperl
According to the (professor/teacher/instructor), (detail for
point one from the lecture).

III. Counterpoint from reading becouse
(Point #1) differs from the reading.in that the reading
states (point #1 of the reading).

IV. Explanation of relationship between reading and lecture
The point made by the (professor/lecturer/ instructor) cast

doubt on the reading because (why lecture is different from-

reading).
Paragraph #3: Body Paragraph

I. Transition/ point #2 from lecture
Another point that the (professor/ teacher/ instructor) uses
to cast doubt on the reading is (point #2 from lecture).

II. Detail for point #2
The (professor/teacher/instructor) claims that (detail for

point #2 from the lecture).

III. Counterpoint from reading
However, the reading states (point #2 from reading).

IV. Explanation of relationship between reading and lecture
This point is contradicted by (point #2 from lecture).

Paragraph #4: Conclusion

I. Topic sentence
In conclusion, the points made in the lecture contrast

with the reading.

II. Summary |
(Points #1 and #2 from the lecture) demonstrate that (main

idea of the reading) is in doubt.
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WRITING PRACTICE DRILL #1

Directions: You will have three minutes to read the following
passage. You may take notes during your reading. After the three
minutes are up, you will hear a lecture on the topic. You may take
notes during the lecture as well.

After the lecture ends, you will have 20 minutes to write your
response. An effective response is generally 150-225 words long.
You may use your notes to help you answer, and you may refer to
the reading passage. Your essay will be graded on the quality of
your writing and on the completeness of the content.

iz ;

Reading A Chs 1o i e

Scant physical evidence remains of the first human domestication of
grain. Still there is enough to conclude that ancient peoples,

motivated by the nutritional value of bread or cakes made of wild

wheat, looked for controlled ways to grow it to provide a consistent

food supply. Three related discoveries are likely to have led to the
introduction of bread as the first grain-based food.

The first discovery was that wheat could be prepared for use by
grinding. People probably began consuming wheat by chewing it
raw. Because wheat is very hard, they gradually discovered that it
was less trouble to eat it crushed to paste between two stones_ the
result would have been the ancestor of the drier, more powdery

wheat flour we use today. PR~

- i

From there, it was a short step to the next breakthrough: baking
the simplest bread, which requires no technology but fire. Loaves of
wheat paste, when baked into bread, could be stored for long
neriods, certainly longer than raw seeds. This kept the food value of
wheat available for an extended period after it had been harvested.

Finally, ancient peoples found that, if the paste was allowed to sit in
the open, yé€ast s_[j'fj'ffés from the air settled on it and began
fermenting the wheat. This natural process of fermentation caused

bubbles to form in the wheat paste that suggested it would be
lighter in texture and even easier to eat when baked.

Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

Now get ready to answer the question.

Question: Summarize the points made in the lecture you just
heard, explaining how they cast doubt on the contents of the

reading. You may refer to the passage as you write.




TEMPLATE #2: Showing Support for a Reading Passage
You may also see a prompt like the following:

Summarize the points made in the lecture, by explaining how they
support the reading.

This task is the opposite of the first one. The template is fairly similar.
Paragraph #1: Introduction

I. Topic Sentence
In the lecture, the (professor/ teacher/ instructor) made
several points about (the topic).

II. state main idea of lecture
The (professor/teacher/ instructor) argues that (the main
idea of the lecture).

III. Transition/ main idea of reading
The points made by the (professor/teacher/instructor)

agree with (main idea of the reading passage).
=eppol wit
IV. Thesis statement

/romSiTion ~« +-In fact, the examples used by the (professor/teacher/
instructor) support (main idea of the reading passage).

Paragraph #2: Body Paragraph

I. Transition/ point #1 from lecture
The first point that the (professor/ teacher/ instructor)

’rmki(f_j{ |puses to support the reading is (point #1 fron:l ief:turem);

o -';{:___..-"' E_—ir';

) 4= 11, Detail for point #1 VP G o ) oy BT 2 C
According to the (professor/teacher/instructor), ((detail for
point #1 from the lecture). 5h professor pod o F  ver

III. Counterpoint from reading
(Point #1) supports the reading, which holds that (point

#1 from the reading passage).

IV. Explanation of relationship between the reading and the lecture
The point made by the (professor/lecturer/ instructor)
supports the reading because (why lecture agrees with the

reading).
Paragraph #3: Body Paragraph

I. Transition/ point #2 from lecture
Furthermore, the (professor/ teacher/ instructor) bolsters

the reading by stating that (point #2 from the lecture).

II. Detail for point #2 | |
The (professor/teacher/instructor) claims that (detail for

point #2 from the lecture).




I11. Counterpoint from the reading
This point agrees with the reading, which contends that
(point #2 from the reading).

IV. Explanation of relationship between the reading and the lecture
T_he (point #2 from the lecture) shows the truth of the
reading because (why point #2 agrees with the reading).

Paragraph #4: Conclusion

I. Topic sentence
In conclusion, the points made in the lecture support the
reading.

I1I. Summary
(Points #1 and #2 from the lecture) demonstrate that (main

idea of the reading) is valid.

STEP 2: Organize Your Essay
In the first step, we looked at how your essay should look. Now we need
to talk about what your essay will contain.

For the first task, you will be presented with a short reading. While
reading, take notes on the main idea and some of the major facts
presented. Your notes do not have to be very detailed_ you'll be able to
refer back to the passage while you are writing. It is important to know
the general idea of the reading, however, so that you can relate it to the

lecture. s N
22020 [;—": TonS, {-:} N A et &

During the lecture, try to note the major points presented by the”
professor, There will usually be three to five points, and you won't need all
of them: Two or three points will be sufficient for the task. You will not be
apble to hear the lecture again, so it is important to remember some of the

points. Try to organize your notes in the following way:

Reading Main idea:
Example/reason:
Example/reason:
Example/reason:

Remember it is too difficult to read and take notes, then do not attempt
it. The reading passage will be available for reference while you write. For
the lecture, the main idea is generally opposite that of the reading, so
don't worry about noting that. The examples offered in the lecture are the
parts you have to concentrate on. During the lecture, try to organize your

notes as follows:

Lecture:
Point #1: ]
Detail #1: 3
Point #1:
Detall #1:
Point #1:
Detail #1:
Even if you are unable to write down the details for the example, you'll
need to try to remember them so you can refer to them in your essay. If

vou don't mention specific points from the lecture, you will receive a lower

scare.




STEP 3: Consider Your Audience

TOEFL graders are trained to look for certain features in your writing. By
ensuring that your essay contains these features, you'll improve your
score. Similarly, there are some elements to avoid in your writing. Make
sure your essay contains the following:

L. An introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
2. Specific examples. Your essay must absolutely use specific examples.
The more detail you use, the better your essay will be.
3. Transitions. One of the things TOEFL graders look for in an essay is
"unity and coherence." That means that all the ideas are linked together

with appropriate transitions.

In addition, you'll want to avoid the following:

- /

1. Repeating phrases from the reading or prompt work for word. Always
put the examples and reasons into your own words. Although repeating a
word or two is okay, you should never copy long phrases directly from the

text on screen. TOEFL graders will penalize you for this.

[ =

2. Writing an unbroken block of tex-‘-c. Make sure you divide your essay

into separate paragraphs. Do not just Writew.

3. Including material not relevant to the task. Your essay must remain on
topic. Do not include any reasons or examples that do not connect or

relate to the task.

STEP 4: Use Your Time Wisely

If you had unlimited time, you would surely be able to achieve a top score
on the writing section. Unfortunately, your time on the TOEFL is extremely
limited. Thus, you must make sure to use your time wisely. The following
table provides a good guide for how to spend your time:

Task #1: 20 minutes

Time Task
5 minutes Organize your essay
|2 minutes Write your introduction
- 10 minutes | Write your body paragraphn
2 minutes Write your conclusion
1 minute Proofread your essay to correct any mistakes

Now you are ready to try some practice writing drills.
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