How Visa Bulletin Works

Process to Establish Visa Cut-Off Dates

Beginning of
Each Month
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* Calculate totals of documentarily » Estimate demand for visa numbers for
qualified immigrant visa applicants; 1-485 adjustment of status cases (only if
>Consular Posts » Categorize them by chargeability, all other processing has been completed, ﬂ
preference and priority date (PD); e.g. security checks cleared);
» Submit data to DOS Visa Office (VO). » Submit data to DOS Visa Office (VO).

;

« Collect data from all consular posts (consulates,
embassies, etc.) and USCIS;
« Calculate past visa number usage and estimates

Visa Office = ¢—e future use and return rates;
» Compare total demand for visa numbers with
regular monthly allotment, separated by chargeability
and preference which is subject to annual limitations.
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Yes
Demand > Allotment?

This category (foreign state chargeability This category (foreign state chargeability
and preference) is considered “Current” and preference) is considered
which means no visa cut-off date is “Oversubscribed” and a cut-off date is
necessary. established.
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« Cut-off date is the priority date of
the first applicant who will not
receive a visa number;

« Cut-off dates fall on the 1st, 8th,
15th or 224 of a month.

Around the 8t of each month, Visa Office will

* Notify consular posts and USCIS of new cut-off
dates for the following month;

* Publish next month’s visa bulletin;
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